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FEAFES WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY REPORT 2007

FEAFES and the Minister for Health proclaim World Mental Health Day 2007

On the 9th October, the Spanish Confederation of Groupings of Families and People with Mental Illness (FEAFES) together with the Minister for Health and Consumption, Bernat Soria, proclaimed World Mental Health Day and, as a testimony of the commitment of national and regional authorities with mental health, the inter territorial council delivered an official communication on the 10th.

The proclaim read by FEAFES and the Minister for Health stressed the need to raise awareness on the fact that mental illness can and must be treated and people affected can live full lives, and insisted on the need to adapt the treatments and supports to individual needs considering cultural specificities. During the event, some of the aspects of the national Strategy for Mental Health approved in December 2006 and being implemented nowadays were raised and details were given on the creation of the Network Biomedical Research Centre.  

On the other hand, the declaration of the inter territorial council highlighted its commitment towards the development of Mental Health, their firm purpose that mental health takes a priority place in health policies, their renewed commitment to implement the objectives and actions observed in the National Strategy for Mental Health, their purpose to follow working for stigma eradication, their full support to patients and families associations that work to promote the attention and integration of people who suffer mental health problems and their decision to follow supporting the active presence of Spain in the organisations and international forum.   


As every year local and regional member associations, commemorated the day with multiple awareness activities organised around this year World Mental Health Day theme and included the reading of the proclaim that was elaborated.

Apart from information desks, fraternity lunches etc. which are described in the attached document, some of the actions undertaken in the different regions were: 

· Andalucía: Act with the president of the Parliament in Andalucía.

· Aragón: medieval market, lecture of the proclaim, award to the health department of the regional government.

· Asturias: round tables together with the regional health services, projection of the documentary “1% Schizophrenia”. 

· Baleares: conference on immigration and mental health.

· Cantabria: Cinema and mental health week and 1st theatre and mental health day.

· Castilla La Mancha: Institutional act with the lecture of a manifesto written by service users with the intervention of the vicepresident of regional government .

· Castilla y León: Institutional act with local and regional authorities.

· Cataluña: Institutional act and leisure day where more than 1300 people participated.

· Ceuta: Press conference and picture exhibition.

· Extremadura: Seminar on the National Strategy for Mental Health with more than 500 participants.

· Galicia: Public act where awareness materials were presented.

· La Rioja: TV programme, football championship. 

· Melilla: Institutional act and information desks.

· Madrid: Conferences and demonstration with more than 3000 people joining.

· Murcia: Art exhibition and demonstration

· Pais Vasco: Demonstration, awards, choral performance.

· Comunidad Valenciana: Cinema projections, art exhibition, conference.
For more information, please contact:

FEAFES

C/ HERNÁNDEZ MÁS 20-24

28053          MADRID

TEL: +34 91 507 92 48 

FAX: +34 91 785 70 76

www.feafes.com

internacional@feafes.com
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